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Abstract

Child labour is a long-standing issue, but it has been predominantly studied
concerning boys, with the assumption that the needs and desires of girls are the
same as theirs. However, the lack of consideration of gender differences in child
labour has resulted in the invisibility of girls' work. This study aims to highlight the
gender disparities in children's work. The research method used was a secondary
study through a systematic review approach. The research population included all
the studies conducted on child labour, both nationally and internationally. After
assessing the quality of the studies, 37 were selected. The results reveal that male
and female children's work differs in terms of attendance, type of work, income,
control over their work, and the consequences of their labour. These differences
can be attributed to gender biases, parental expectations, discrimination,
opportunities, and the way work is organized. Gender biases and societal
preference for boys lead to parents investing more in their sons' growth and
success, which makes girls vulnerable to boys and limits their opportunities for
growth and progress. Consequently, girls enter the workforce, yet their work often
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goes unnoticed. Child labour poses a serious threat to both boys and girls, but due
to social expectations and gender differences, the impact is more severe for girls. It
Is essential to address the issue of gender in children's work in research and
policies to gain a better understanding of this issue and create policies and
programs aimed at eliminating child labour.

Keywords: Children's work, gender expectations, gender disparities in children's
work, the invisibility of girls' work.
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