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Cultural pathology of male circumcision in Iran with a focus on child rights
and

Right on the body

Abstract

Circumcision is one of the most important and common events in the childhood of
boys and an ancient ritual in some societies of the world today, especially in Iran,
which despite the violation of various aspects of children’s rights, is still prevalent;
The problematic dimensions and its overt and covert consequences have not been
produced. In traditional societies, the operation is performed on a private part of the
child's body with a special ritual aimed at reducing the child's anxiety to enter
adulthood, but in contemporary society, every person is under 18 years old and any
change in his body without the intervention and permission of the child And holding
circumcision ceremonies is not only a violation of the rights of the child but also has
an anti-educational nature. The child and the right to the body to help formulate
effective programs and policies to reduce and eliminate its negative consequences.
For this purpose, apart from documentary and library studies and using field research
with a qualitative approach to evaluate the experiences of participants based on
purposeful interviews among a number of circumcised Iranians living at home and
abroad and also interviews with some experts and scholars paid. As the available
field evidence and historical documents show, the role of religion in the continuation



of the practice of circumcision has been decisive, so that throughout history there
have always been and are people who perform this practice without following a
religious command, a clear reason about Have it. Institutionalized beliefs about
religion and culture about the positive consequences of circumcision lead some
individuals and social groups to accept the possible side effects of circumcision and
to do so on medical advice and for medical reasons. They are scientifically
competent and are published in certain channels such as scientific and research
articles in the society, but these reports are mainly used as propaganda that try to
hide the commercial goals of centers such as specialized circumcision clinics. This
shows the medical relationship with the economic mafia of advertising. And the
discourses that dominate the cultural / religious industries and confirm that the
medical discourse is influenced by the ideological structures of power and regulates
its functions in cooperation and interaction with it and enters the field of health for
legitimacy and builds the trust of social minds. Acceptance of this action as a natural
and necessary action and not a socially constructed one encourages.

Keywords: Male Circumcision, Right to Body, Child Rights, Cultural Pathology,
Iranian Society
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