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Social functions of male/boy circumcision in the world and Iran

Sociological exploration of circumcision from a cultural and religious point of
view

Kameel Ahmady
Abstract

Researchers consider the geographical origin of circumcision to be around the Nile
River in ancient Egypt and its time more than two thousand years ago. In addition to
religious beliefs, which, as the main factor, plays an essential role in the prevalence
of circumcision, geographical and regional characteristics and international relations
should not be ignored in the stabilization and expansion of this issue. In the texts,
documents and ancient works of Iran, there is a sign that women and men are
circumcised; Does not exist. Therefore, it is clear from the available evidence that
before the advent of Islam, circumcision was not performed in Iran and this tradition
became popular with the arrival of Islam in Iran. In traditional societies, performing
an operation on a private part of a child’s body is performed along with a special
ritual to enter the adult stage, but in contemporary society, every person under the
age of 18 is considered a child, and any change in his body without the involvement
and permission of the child is not only a violation of rights. It is a child, but it is also
anti-educational in nature. Male circumcision, as an issue related to children and
children’s rights, is directly related to harmful social culture and traditions, which
for various religious and cultural reasons is considered less harmful, therefore it has
received little attention from scientific and research fields. This article tried to
analyze and understand the historical, traditional, religious and health contexts of
circumcision of boys/men with a corrective and awareness-raising approach in order
to enlighten the present and future generations by showing the many dimensions of
this phenomenon focusing on the rights of the child. This action should inform so
that human capitals and future makers of the society do not get caught in the maze
of blind cultural traditions and false propaganda of the economic mafia and the
hegemony of religion. For this purpose, apart from documentary and library studies
and using field research with a qualitative approach to evaluate the experiences of
participants based on targeted interviews among a number of circumcised Iranians
living inside and outside the country, as well as interviews with some experts and
scientific experts. paid . The result of this is that in Islam and Judaism, circumcision
has found an obligatory and shari’a position among its followers. Historically, male



circumcision has also been associated with religious practices and ethnic identity.
Apart from the religious pressures associated with performing circumcision, there
are other reasons that encourage the continuation of this practice, such as: health and
medical and aesthetic functions, social functions and economic functions.

Keywords: male/boy circumcision, social function, culture and religion, sociological
approach, Iran and the world
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