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Figure 1 Components of Iranian national identity
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Sa’dun Mazuchi, civil rights and political activist from Mahabad (West Azerbaijan Province)

We do not have the right of education in our mother tongue, but demand it as a 
right, as reflected in the Constitution of Iran though not realized. This results from 

the lack of determination in the different governments during the history of the 
Islamic Republic, none of which was determined to implement this article of the 

Constitution, and the right has not been demanded either in any case.



Figure 9 legitimacy of learning in the mother tongue according to elites

Figure 10 legitimacy of learning in the mother tongue according to general people

’



’



’
’



’

’

’

’ ’

used as schools. Those who are studying there are Iranians…. The 

’s welfare conditions…. As an Iranian, 



’

’

Meysam Sefid Khosh, Lecturer of Philosophy at Shahid Beheshti University from Tehran 

De-ethnicization took place under the influence of an urban dispute between the Dezfuli and 
the Lur. Since the late Pahlavi era, the Lu immigrated to Dezful, and lived on the outskirts. 

My whole childhood was affected in terms of values by the conflict between these two 
groups, which had impacts even on the political attitudes adopted in Dezful. 
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Basem Hemadi, researcher in Arab rituals and ethnic music and university lecturer from Ahvaz (Khuzestan 
P i )

I live in a province with water, oil, and gas. Unemployment should not make sense here, 
and there should be little poverty, but horrible deprivation and poverty is observed in 

villages and suburbs. This may be the case also in other provinces, but we wonder why we 
should suffer it despite our wealth of oil.



Figure 16 Sense of economic gap and discrimination according to elites
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Riyaz Ali Farhani, social activist from Khuzestan

The target society still does not know exactly what their rights as citizens are!
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Javad Tariri, lawyer, writer, and political activist from Khuzestan

Your inability to interact well with Gonabadi dervishes demonstrates that you would even 
fail to interact with the founders of Iranian Shiites, who were dervishes, the noblest 

people…. When there is no opportunity for me to talk with my spouse, to love, to caress my 
child, or to study, what will be the output? Violence against my spouse, child, colleague, 

etc. will come about, want it or not.



Nazar Mohammad Didgah, former parliament member and Mawlawi from Sistan and Balochistan

If they do not take a serious action, Iran may fall apart as in the early years. It is in the 
hand of God. If the conditions persist, that will result.
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3.4.3. Isolation of active social and civil forces 
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1. The constitutional era (1906-1925) 

2. During the reign of Reza Shah (1925-1941) 
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3. During the reign of Mohammad Reza Shah (1941-1979) 
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4. The Islamic Revolution era 
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Picture 18 Interview with Zaher Sarai
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Picture 19 Interview with Ali Bakhtiarpour
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Figure 24 Ten Iranian cities with the most populations, according to the 2016 census
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3.5.6. The projection of crises
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3.5.7. Polarity in worldview
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Figure 25 sense of political discrimination of ethnic groups among the elites 
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Figure 26 sense of political discrimination of ethnic groups among the common people 
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Picture  200 Interview with Mehri Pakzad

‘…they c
overall security of the country…. In the east and northwest of the country, the 
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7.3.1. Model of Interaction with the World  
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25 The British Embassy in Tehran was attacked on Tuesday, November 29, 2011, by some Basij 
members. These people entered the embassy building, pulled down the British flag and threw 
some documents and other materials out of the embassy building. In a similar action and in the 
attack on the residence garden of the British Embassy in Gholhak area, six British employees 
were taken hostage, who were released after a few hours with the interference of the diplomatic 
police.  
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Picture 21 Interview with Master Seyyed Abdulsalam Mahmoudian 
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3.7.3. Individual and collective interests
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Picture  22  Interview with Mohsen Goodarzi 
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3.7.4. Gender complications 
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Figure 28 Alignment of public and private interests, according to general people Figure 27 Alignment of public and private interests, according to the elites
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Figure 29 Equal opportunities for women, according to the elites
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3.7.5. Spread of dissatisfaction and intensification of demands
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Figure 30 Equal opportunities for women, according to the common people
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which have caused  generalized low level of confidence between the 
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Picture  23 Interview with Tafgeh Hassanpour 
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26 A reference to Sura Al-Baqarah, verse 171: ‘The example of those who disbelieve is like 
that of one who shouts at what hears nothing but calls and cries cattle or sheep - deaf, dumb 
and blind, so they do not understand.’ 
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Figure 32 hope for short-term reform, according to common people 

Figure 31 hope for short-term reform, according to the elites



Figure 33 hope for long-term reform, according to the elites

Figure 34 hope for long-term reform, according to common people



3.8.1. Preservation of ethnic identity
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Picture 24 Interview with Sardar Sarani



Figure 36 Use of external satellite networks of the same language – common people

Figure 35 Use of external satellite networks of the same language - elites
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3.8.3. Re-evaluation of beliefs 
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27 Khabar Online, news ID: 275243
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Picture  25 Interview with Salahuddin Khadiv

28 Throughout his administration, Hassan Rouhani criticised suspending of this concept in a 
number of speeches. This, of course, has prompted a response from extremist groups, 
particularly hard-line fundamentalists.
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Table 7 Identity from the point of view of different sciences (Rashidi, 2014)
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Economy
Ideology

Demand of Justice
Social Collapse

Stability Loss of Social Capital

Confounding 
Factors

Phenomenon-
based

Strategic 
Actions

Outcomes

Peaceful Actions
Acceptance of the current state

State- ation Interactions

Media Life StyleLegal and Cultural parameters
Mismanagement of Resources

Background 
Factors

Figure 37  Conceptual model of investigating ethnic identity in Iran with an emphasis on peace 
(2018-2019)
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