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Children in Tehran are involved in various forms of work, including garbage
collection, which is one of the worst forms of child labour. Scavenging is
common among children in Tehran, which is not only harmful to their health but
also violates many national and city laws and regulations. This research aims to
investigate the contexts and consequences of children's scavenging in Tehran and
develop a theory in this area. The grounded theory method was used, and
interview and observation techniques were employed to collect data through
purposive and theoretical sampling. Additionally, documents and sources in this
field were reviewed to build a theory. The research population consisted of
children of garbage pickers. A three-step coding method based on the Strauss
and Corbin model was used to analyse the data. The findings indicate that
economic factors such as poverty and waste economy, socio-cultural factors such
as family contexts and social networks, and political factors such as waste
management laws and practices have contributed to children's scavenging.
Scavengers work within their social networks, which are often exploitative, and
their working and living conditions have created vulnerabilities for them and
disrupted their effective socialization. Eliminating children's scavenging in
Tehran requires a series of policy interventions in Afghanistan and better
management of waste collection in Tehran. Suggestions have been presented to
address this issue.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In the city of Tehran, the phenomenon of
children working and scavenging is
recognized as a serious social problem and a
violation of children's rights. This issue has
existed for several decades and is expanding
day by day. Despite existing laws, some
children participate in this phenomenon. Child
labor, one of the worst forms of labor, has
many negative effects on their growth and
physical and mental health. This issue has
been highlighted as a violation of international
children's rights and is prohibited in
international conventions. While Iran's labor
laws prohibit the employment of children
under the age of 15, this phenomenon
continues. Despite the prohibition of child
labor, many children are still active in the field
of garbage collection in Iran, especially in
Tehran. The significant financial turnover in
this industry highlights the presence of mafia-
like contractors who exploit children by
employing them. Given the evidence that
child scavenging is common in Tehran, this
research seeks to understand this issue by
focusing on its causes and consequences. It
aims to answer the following questions: What
are the dynamics of scavenging in Tehran?
What are the causes of child scavenging in
Tehran? And what are the consequences of
scavenging for children?

Methodology

This research was conducted using a
gualitative methodological approach and the
grounded theory method in Tehran. The
grounded theory method, which arises from
the data, is suitable for generating the theory
of children's scavenging in the city of Tehran.
Information and data were collected using
semi-structured interviews and studied across
22 districts of Tehran. The interviews with the
garbage collectors were conducted by the
interview team, with each interview varying in
duration over a period of three months. This
research includes 302 interviews, with more
than 50% of them conducted with children.
Additionally, to understand the way of life of
these individuals, the areas and places of
residence of the garbage collectors in Tehran
and its peripheral areas were observed and

visited. To understand more precisely the
contexts of children's scavenging, this
research utilized a three-step coding method
and produced a contextual model of
scavenging in Tehran. Throughout the
research, cooperation and mutual work among
the research team members ensured
coordination at all stages to achieve reliable
results.

Results and Discussion

Social vulnerability: Migration, hard working
and living conditions, experiencing all kinds
of violence and pressure, along with negative
emotions, can expose them to various social
harms such as drug use. The use of a narcotic
drug called nas is common among garbage
collectors, and they also use other substances.
One of the children said, "They consume a lot;
we have two, they hit. [What do they
consume?] Glass and medicine." This does
not mean that all scavengers use drugs, but
there are some who do. Although drug use was
not observed among children, the experience
of hard work, combined with witnessing such
behaviors in the workplace, can make them
vulnerable.

Conclusion

Factors like poverty, harmful traditions,
discriminatory laws, inefficient urban waste
management, lack of public education on
waste separation, inadequate infrastructure,
and citizen irresponsibility drive children into
informal waste collection. Contracts between
scavengers and contractors face numerous
issues, and the organization of waste
collection is exploitative and inhumane,
causing physical, psychological, and social
harm to scavengers. Municipal failures in
enforcing recycling laws and supervising
contractors contribute to the
problem.Children  involved in  waste
scavenging face challenges that impact their
education, play, and well-being, experiencing
violence and harm from their work. The task
of collecting waste from bins leads to diseases
and negative emotions.Social networks like
family and friends provide support and help
bypass certain exploitative practices. Despite
knowing they are exploited, scavengers
continue due to lack of alternatives, sustaining
their efforts within these networks. The
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consumer society and ineffective law
enforcement further exacerbate this issue.
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